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city; and with joy she gave me welcome, first taking me by the hand, 
and she kissed me and I her ; and then she said, sweetly, ' Come where 
you shall find good luck and happiness.' " 

It was seven years later that he met Fiammetta in the flesh 
and crowned his youthful and lighter loves with a lifelong passion 
and devotion far from bringing nothing but luck and happiness, 
but doing more, perhaps, than any other external factor to turn 
an exuberant youth into a great man of letters. 

Mr. Hutton's book is faithfully and well done, and is the more 
interesting that, there is practically no other English biography 
of Boccaccio's to compare it with except that of Symonds's, which 
was done with insufficient data and facilities. It is, therefore, 
the first real attempt at a complete and reliable English biography 
of the great subject, and whether in the end it turns out to be 
the authoritative biography or not, it is informing and interesting 
reading. 

One word of appreciation is due to the quaint and interesting 
woodcuts reproduced from illustrations of the early editions of 
Boccaccio. Mr. Hutton, in his preface, deplores the fact that 
he could not make of his illustrations a real chapter on Boccaccio 
and his relation to the fine arts. The matter he found too big 
for the present work ; but the quaint and early woodcuts, many of 
them dating back as far as the early fifteenth century, add charm 
and value to the present volume. 



Perhaps the frequent pictures of the great and unamiable Dr. 
Johnson* lend the chief value to this picture of life. A brilliant 
and unhappy woman, so well known as a saloniere that to re- 
linquish that vocation made her appear to her contemporaries 
at least finally disgraced, Mrs. Thrale was, in despite of her 
biographer's able defence, not a lovable woman. She failed as a 
wife, as a friend and as a mother, and that she was herself un- 
comfortable and unhappy seems hardly an adequate excuse. Hav- 
ing made a loveless marriage, her cool and impartial judgments of 
her husband are more amusing than commendable; her careless 
relation to her daughters, whom she always speaks of as "the 
young ladies," is unnatural, and she was not above making scenes 

* " Dr. Johnson and Mrs. Thrale." By A. M. Broadley. New York : 
John Lane Company, 1910. 
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in her own house when her husband's attentions to other ladies 
annoyed her. 

" I retired [from her own dinner-table ! ] to the drawing-room, where 
I contended an hour or two with my vexation . . . till Johnson and 
Burke came up. On seeing them, I determined to give a jobation to both, 
but fixed on Johnson for my choice, and asked him if he noticed what 
passed, what I had suffered, and whether, allowing for the state of my 
nerves, I was much to blame. He answered, ' Why, possibly not ; your 
feelings were outraged.' I answered : ' Yes, greatly so ; and I cannot 
help remarking with what blandness and composure you witnessed the 
outrage. Had this transaction been told of others your anger would 
have known no bounds, but toward a man who gives you good dinners 
you are blandness and meekness itself.' " 

At this, she comments, Johnson colored and both the men 
looked foolish. On the whole, probably Miss Seward was justified 
in writing that Johnson's love for Mrs. Thrale was composed of 
" cupboard love, platonic love and vanity tickled and gratified 
from morn to night by incessant homage." " He loved her, in fact, 
for her comfortable home, her good table, her coach and her 
library, and she loved him for the literary eclat his friendship 
threw about her home." The larger part of this volume is taken 
up by Mrs. Thrale's heretofore unpublished journal of the tour 
through Wales with her husband, daughter and Dr. Johnson, 
during which, she vivaciously observes, she had to be polite for 
four. The diary is Ml of detail, charm, quick observation and 
keen wit and compares favorably with the more ponderous record 
of the great doctor. 

As we turn the last page of Professor Woodberry's "Life of 
Poe "* and meditate upon what he has told us, the book seems to 
possess one dominant tone — it leaves a definite feeling of justice 
done, a careful and exhaustive judicial scrutiny of the facts and 
an unbiassed charge to the jury to weigh with scrupulous care the 
evidence before returning a verdict for or against Poe. Professor 
Woodberry has been studiously alert in avoiding many of the pit- 
falls into which other biographers have fallen, probably the 
greatest of which is allowing a personal enthusiasm and admira- 
tion to creep in and so warp the judgment that the reader re- 
ceives the testimony of the author with a certain hesitancy. Pro- 

* " Life of Edgar Allan Poe." By Professor Woodberry. New York : 
Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1910. 



